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In search of sunken cities of ancient Russia
Soviet archaeologists have ex plored sunken cities in the Black Sea, ancient settlements on the Baltic and historical sites in lakes and rivers during the past 15 years. From the bed of Lake Peipus, southwest of Leningrad, they have recovered ancient weapons and armour from the epic battle fought on the ice in 1242 by a Russian army led by Prince Alexander Nevsky which defeated an invading, force of Teutonic Knights. Above, prelude to battle, a scene from "Alexander Nevsky", the 1938 film of the famous Soviet director Sergei Eisenstein. One expedition investigated the ancient legend according to which the city of Kitezh sank beneath Lake Svetloyar, in the central Volga basin, 800 years ago. The story inspired many artists, poets and composers, including Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, whose opera "The Legend of the Invisible City of Kitezh" was first produced in St. Petersburg in 1907. Left, the sunken city of Kitezh depicted on the cover of a French record of the opera.
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